November 16, 2004

Town Board Minutes

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, November 16, 2004 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall, One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilperson



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilperson



ANN LINDAU



Councilperson



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilperson

Also present:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS/Director



ROSEMARY BOYLE/LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES/Director



JEFF TKACS



DES/Safety & Security



CATHERINE M. HOFFMAN

Deputy Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *        

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *        

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *        

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS on PROJECTS and ISSUES

Supervisor Puglisi said Veteran’s Day was observed last week with over three hundred persons attending the Town’s Veterans’ ceremony.  She thanked Councilmember Cerreto, her co-chair for the event, Fremont Reif, Chairman of the Veterans’ Council and all of the Veteran’s Committee.  Denise Lowry, a member of the staff, also helped put together the event.

On December 7th, the Town is hosting a Pearl Harbor Day event at the Cortlandt Town Hall

Supervisor Puglisi wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving, noting all we have to be thankful for.

* * * * * * * * * *      

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their presence.

* * * * * * * * * *      
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember John Sloan said the Town, through its newly formed coalition called the Cortlandt Community Coalition, sponsored a seminar aimed at underage drinking at a seminar specifically inviting vendors in the Town who sell alcoholic beverages.  Representatives from the State Liquor Authority, the Westchester County District Attorney’s office spoke and there was a question and answer period afterward.  

He termed the seminar a good success, saying it is part of a multi-faceted program that the Town is doing in conjunction with both Lakeland and Hendrick Hudson and Yorktown to target underage drinking in Westchester.

As part of the coalition there has also been a program of using underage people to attempt to purchase beer and/or alcohol.  Recently there were thirteen such attempts where ten sales were thwarted by vendors.  

Cortlandt is making a very firm effort to greatly reduce underage drinking.  If there are any citizens interested in joining this Cortlandt Community Coalition effort, they should contact either Councilmember Sloan or the Supervisor’s Office.

Councilmember Sloan once again expressed his unhappiness with the “dysfunctional legislature in Albany”, saying it’s incumbent upon people in local government to keep these issues in the forefront.  He said he had attended a brief session at the Vernon School of Law at NYU a few days ago where another group of like-minded people gathered and discussed revolutionary programs and look forward to seeing that our representatives in Albany do what they say.  During the last election there wasn’t one  Senator or legislator who was not a reformer, wanting to see sweeping changes in the way things are done or not done in Albany.  He said he would call upon this board, at some point, to consider inviting the legislators to sit before a joint board meeting with other communities with the single agenda topic of explaining what progress has been made in rectifying many of the ills that beset Albany in terms of “doing democracy’.

* *      

Councilmember Ann Lindau commented on the vote tonight on establishment of the affordable housing lottery policy.  There are eight units of affordable housing, two of which are condos, two at the golf course and four at Emery Ridge.  There will be a lottery system for Cortlandt residents and it will be advertised on the cable channel as well as local community groups.

* *       

Councilmember Joseph Cerreto referred to a conversation he had this morning at the train station regarding tax increases and he reiterated for the general public that it is not the Town that is raising taxes to any extent.  The tax increases are as a result of the Westchester County budget.  He said our Supervisor and the Town Board work very hard to maintain the level of services to which this Town has become accustomed.  He said many other Towns do not receive Cortlandt’s level of service for the amount of taxes levied.  Cortlandt is currently working on the 2005 budget and every effort is being made to keep taxes as low as possible.

* *      

Councilmember Frank Farrell said in addition to the County’s impact on the tax situation in non-election years, the school district amounts to about half of our tax bill.  When the school districts and County raise their taxes, this is the increase that is seen in tax bills.  The Town has not raised their taxes in about a dozen years thanks to the leadership of Supervisor Puglisi and contributions of staff and Town Board.
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

A meeting in Yorktown was attended by Councilmembers Sloan, Cerreto and Farrell along with several members of the Yorktown Town Board, a Police Department representative and Eric DiBartolo, the Highway Superintendent.  We share a border with Yorktown – Lexington Avenue, half of which is in Yorktown and the other half in Cortlandt, and there was discussion regarding cooperation between the two Highway Departments in certain projects on that roadway.  As a result of that discussion, the short term benefit will be both Highway Departments and our Engineering Department working to realign the intersection of Strawberry Hill Road and Lexington Avenue at the top of Red Mill Road.

Also discussed was development in both Towns and how it impacts on traffic, as well as sewage diversion.  Councilmember Farrell said the meeting helped him to better understand Yorktown and convince him that by working together we can come up with a solution that will benefit everyone, that will protect the quality of our drinking water.  He hopes that these meetings will continue on a quarterly basis, or at least three times during the year.  He thanked Councilmen Sloan and Bianco for organizing the meeting.

* * * * * * * * * *      

APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular meeting of October 19, 2004 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *      

PUBLIC HEARING

Reconvene a Public Hearing to consider establishing the South Lafayette Sewer District.

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order, saying it will be adjourned since we are awaiting data from the Westchester County Health Department.

There was no one additional wishing to speak, the Public Hearing was adjourned to the December 6, 2004 Town Board meeting on motion made by Councilmember Cerreto seconded by Councilmember Lindau.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only)

Speaker:
Carol Anne Dobson, 120 Reif Drive, Cortlandt Manor.



President, Board of Education, Lakeland School District.

Subject: 
Emergency access road from Lincoln Titus.

* *    
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HEARING of CITIZENS, (cont.)

Speaker:
Brian ______, Lakeland School Board

Subject:  
How long a project would the access road from Lincoln Titus be.



Would it be high priority.

* *       

Speaker:
Robert ​​​​​_______, Lakeland School Board

Subject:
Thanks for anything the Town can do to expedite the process.

* *      

Speaker:
Joe Canella, 23 Lincoln Avenue

Subject:
What will prevent people from turning right onto Lincoln Road rather than left onto
the emergency access road.

* *       

Speaker:
Ralph Wood, 76 Quaker Ridge Drive

Subject:
Thank Town Board for putting the resolution on the agenda



regarding a foundation on Quaker Bridge Road.

* *      

Speaker:
Susan McDonnell, 9 Susan Drive, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:
Asked location of proposed Annsville Creek Marsh Path.



Questioned what work session the Westchester Lake Property





Owners’ Association should attend.

* * * * * * * * * *     

REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

May, 2004   -   DES/Recreation.

September, 2004 – DOTS, Water, Town Justices.

October, 2004  -  DES/Office for the Aging, Purchasing Department, Receiver of 



     Taxes, Town Justices, Town Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *         

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved the following documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

Reports from the Traffic Safety Committee with respect to the following referrals.

a. Scenic Drive/Furnace Dock Road intersection.

b. Scenic Drive near Furnace Dock Road. (R. Milano)

c. Croton Dam Road closure, (Horvath).

d. Baptist Church Road/Croton Avenue intersection.

e. Mt. Airy Road & Furnace Dock Road, (N.Y. State Police)

f. Mt. Airy Road & Furnace Dock Road, (M. Boodhoo)

* *       

Letter from Jeffery Colemen with respect to a request from the Lakeland School District for an emergency access road at their Lincoln Titus Elementary School.

* *       

Memo from the Assessor with respect to duplication of road names.

* *      

Response from the Receiver of Taxes with respect to the Village of Croton’s request to remove two parcels from the tax rolls.

* *     

Memos from the Director of DOTS with respect to the following:

a. Request for sewers on Cardinal Road.  (Coccodrilli)

b. Crugers Avenue drainage concerns, (Zawacki).

c. 10 Fawn Ridge Drive drainage concerns, (T. Cole).

d. Mountainside Trail traffic issues, (DES).

Discussion:  Councilmember Farrell thanked Kathleen Burleson and Ed Vergano for their efforts in visiting the above site and analyzing the subject of some citizens’ concerns.

RESOLUTION NO. 356-04 – RE:  Authorize traffic signs on Mountainside Trail.

e. Quarry Acres Sewer District.

f. Status of Sustainable Development Study

g. Status of the radio meter installation.  Authorize a Work Order.  REMOVED
* *       

Memos from the Director of the Department of Environmental Services with respect to the following:

a. Drainage pipe on Westbrook Drive. (M. and E. Stivale)

b. No parking, Croton Dam Road and Croton Lake Road.  (R. Ceresa)

RESOLUTION NO. 357-04 – RE:  Install three “No Parking Signs” at intersection of Croton Dam Road and Croton Lake Road.

c. Sculpture park at Oscawana Island, (Croton/Cortlandt Center for the Arts)
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

AMENDED to include the following:

d. 10 Fawn Ridge Drive drainage issues, (T. Cole).

e. Mountainside Trail.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *     

NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed and the resolution be adopted, as indicated.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion:

E-mail from Sanford Plotin of River Lane, Croton with respect to parking issues on Quaker Bridge Road East.  Refer to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

* *       

Letter from Diane Gottlert dated October 14, 2004 requesting the Town purchase property located on Buttonwood Road and Granite Road.  Refer, also, to the Open Space Committee.
* *       

Request from Jefferson Ridge LLC to return parcels into the County Sanitary Sewer District.  Refer, also, to the Legal Department.

* *       

Letter from Sven Hoeger dated October 29, 2004 requesting the Town consider adding Creative Habitat Corp. to the Environmental Consultant list.  Refer, also, to DOTS/Planning and the CAC for their recommendations.

* *     

Letter from Robert Koch dated November 4, 2004 requesting the Town consider adding Apple Leaf Biological & Management Services to the Biodiversity Consultant list.  Refer, also, to DOTS/Planning and the CAC for their recommendation.
* *     

Receive and file various requests to purchase Town property.  Refer, also, to DES, DOTS and the Assessor.

* *      

Memo from the Director of DES with respect to the standardization of DES equipment and authorize the sole source purchase of same.

RESOLUTION NO. 358-04 – RE:  Authorize sole source purchase of standardization of DES equipment.

* *        
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NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

Memos from the Receiver of Taxes with respect to the following and refer to the Legal Department, the Assessor and the Comptroller:

a. Tax sign-off prior to the merger of parcels.

b. Itemizing Westchester County portion of tax bills.

c. Collection extension for seniors with age exemption.

* *     

Letter dated October 21, 2004 from Metro North with respect to the Hudson Line train service.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * *  * *      

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this Town Board meeting are to be found in full context in the Official Town of Cortlandt Minute Book.)

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION 359-04 – RE:  Appoint two (2) seasonals for the Department of Environmental Services

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 360-04 – RE:  Appoint Lani Noble as a Program Supervisor for the Nor-West Special Services Program.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 361-04 – RE:  Authorize amending the Temporary Service List.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 362-04 – RE:  Appoint John Milmore as the Chairman of the CAC;  and appoint Peter Daly as a member to fill a vacancy.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked John Milmore for assuming this volunteer position in a very important entity of the Town government and community.  She thanked Doris Lang for the outstanding job she did in this capacity for a number of years.

The Supervisor also thanked Peter Daly for his willingness to serve on the CAC.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 363-0R – RE:  Adopt a policy with respect to the Town’s affordable housing criteria.

* *      
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 364-04 – RE:  Authorize the Comptroller to seek RFPs for DARE services.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 365-04 – RE:  Amend Resolution No. 218-04 and reschedule the next In Rem Sale for February 10, 2005.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 366-04 – RE:  Authorize the Town Attorney to bring a Declaratory Judgment with respect to a structure on Quaker Hill Drive.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 367-04 – RE:  Authorize a grant approval resolution with respect to Teatown Lake Reservation, Inc.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *   

Councilmembers Lindau and Farrell moved to adopt the following resolutions:

RESOLUTION NO. 368-04 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement with NYS with respect to the construction of the Annsville Creek Marsh Path to be partially funded by the Clean Water/Clean Air Bond Act.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 369-04 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement with the SPCA for the year 2005.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 370-04 – RE:  Amend Resolution No. 337-04 with respect to the National Incident Management System.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 371-04 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to enter into contract for the south end repair of Steamboat Dock.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 372-04 – RE:  Authorize Director of Technical Services to enter into contract for the Washington Street Bridge “yellow flag” repair.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 373-04 – RE:  Authorize Director of Technical Services to enter into contract for roof repairs at Town Hall.

* *      

-8-

November 16, 2004

Town Board Minutes

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 374-04 – RE:  Authorize Director of Technical Services to extend for one year the existing contract for HVAC services at Town facilities.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 375-04 – RE:  Authorize Director of Technical Services to award a Professional Service Contract for soil testing with regard to the Jacobs Hill water tank.
* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 376-04 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to prepare RFPs for a Biological/Environmental Study and a Hydrologic/Groundwater Study of Lake Meahagh.
* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 377-04 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to authorize a service contract to develop a Charles Cook Pool remediation plan and obtain necessary permits from Westchester County.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 378-04 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to obtain estimates on size, location and cost of a storage shed for use by the New York State Police.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 379-04 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute a contract with respect to grant funds received from New York State with respect to the Town Disaster Supply Trailer.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 380-04 – RE:  Reschedule the December Town Board meeting to December 6, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.  Schedule a work session for November 29, 2004 and cancel the December 13 and 20, 2004 work sessions.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 381-04 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for December 6, 2004 to consider an Agreement for the Mt. Airy/Quaker Bridge Fire Protection District for 2005.

* *        

RESOLUTION NO. 382-04 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for December 6, 2004 to consider an agreement for the Furnace Woods Fire Protection District for 2005.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

Correspondence: 

Letter dated November 11, 2004 from the Housing Action Council with respect to the Town’s affordable housing program.

RESOLUTION NO. 383-04 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to retain  the services of the Housing Action Council with respect to the Town’s affordable housing program.

* *     

Memo from the Planning Board declaring its intent to act as lead agency with respect to a proposed parking garage at 1980 Crompond Road.

* *     

Memo from the Planning Board declaring its intent to act as lead agency with respect to a proposed parking garage at 1980 Crompond Road.

* * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 384-04 – RE:  Authorize support of an application by Vuurrbyrd Limited Home Park to the New York State Housing Finance Agency Fund Program.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 385-04 – RE:  Authorize the purchase of a technology device with respect to a web-site citizen subscription program.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 386-04 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to extend a professional service contract with In-Site with respect to evaluating drainage on Trolley Road.

* *   

RESOLUTION NO. 387-04 – RE:  Authorize a grant application to New York State with respect to technology equipment for the Senior Citizen Center.

Discussion:  Councilmember Lindau asked for an explanation of the above resolution and was told by the Supervisor that this action was necessary to enable funding through Senator Liebell.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        
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BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmembers Cerreto and Landau moved to adopt the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 388-04 – RE:  Authorize budget transfers.

Discussion:  Comptroller Glenn Cestaro explained the transfers, documentation for which is attached to the original copy of the resolution.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *     

HEARING of CITIZENS, (second)

None.

* * * * * * * * * *       

ADJOURNMENT

At 8:25 p.m., Councilmember Lindau moved that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  All voted AYE.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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